
MANAGING IMPACT OF COVID-19 IN
ROHINGYA REFUGEE CAMPS AND HOST
COMMUNITIES WITH CULTURALLY
APPROPRIATE TECHNOLOGICAL SOLUTIONS

PROJECT DESCRIPTION:
BRAC James P Grant School of Public Health (JPGSPH) in collabora�on with BRAC (the largest non-govern-
mental organiza�on in the world) and Dimagi (a for-profit social enterprise based in Cambridge, Massachu-
se�s, USA, that delivers open-source so�ware technology suitable for low-resource se�ngs and under-
served communi�es), aims to undertake a comprehensive mixed-methods research involving both qualita-
�ve and quan�ta�ve approaches to examine poten�al health impacts of COVID-19 on the Rohingya and host 
popula�ons including the most vulnerable popula�on groups (women and adolescent girls).

The consor�um will explore poten�al gaps in COVID-19 responses on addressing SRH and MNCH issues and 
will assess whether deployment of digital interven�ons (a contact tracing and case monitoring app & an 
MNCH app) would reduce transmission and improve SRH and MNCH outcomes respec�vely in the Rohingya 
and host communi�es.  

Timeline: August 2020- January 2023
Focal person:
Md. Tanvir Hasan, thasan@bracu.ac.bd ; and Adrita Kaiser, adrita.kaiser@bracu.ac.bd



The consor�um will work in close collabora�on with government and other key stakeholders (UN agencies and 
other humanitarian actors) to develop and build evidence on successful approaches to controlling the virus’s 
spread and improving SRH and MNCH outcomes. This project will provide much needed cri�cal and �mely 
evidence to stakeholders and policymakers on how the Rohingya and surrounding host communi�es perceives 
and understands COVID-19, to encourage self-repor�ng, iden�fica�on of reported infec�ons and or cases, as 
well as the religious and local, socio-cultural beliefs, s�gma, which can act as barriers to �mely support and 
care. Specifically, the research will inves�gate the impact of their beliefs around COVID-19 and also how this 
impacts on SRH and MNCH. Our research will have a par�cular focus on women and adolescent girls as they 
are affected dispropor�onately by any crisis. The project aims to assess the acceptability, feasibility and 
effec�veness of new digital interven�ons (contact tracing and case monitoring app & MNCH app) to address 
some immediate impacts of COVID-19 as well as medium/longer-term impacts with respect to SRH including 
MNCH. 

Research method: Mixed Method Evalua�on Research 

Donor: Interna�onal Development Research Centre (IDRC)

Grant Amount: CAD 735, 100


